Table Topics Master

Guide and Tips

Table Topics are a staple of every Toastmasters and Gavel meeting. As Table
Topics Master (TTM), you get to run what might be the most fun portion of the
meeting! How? By getting volunteers from the audience (or calling them up if
you need to) and giving them a prompt of your choosing. This role gives you
lots of creative freedom, but her are some things to consider that can make or

break a Table Topics session:

STRUCTURE

INTRO: Introduce Table Topics in a way that sets the energy bar for your
session and makes the audience look forward to it. If you have a theme,
be sure to bring it up in an engaging way. Note: A theme does not need
to be complicated. For example, if your Table Topics session is around
Thanksgiving, “Funny Thanksgiving stories” or “Thanksgiving Disasters”
are both great options. Another example — unrelated to any cultural or
meeting theme - “Awkward situations”.

SESSION: Call on members (and Counselors —if you feel like
challenging them!) and give them a prompt they’ll give a 1-2 minute
speech on. Prepare 10-15 prompts. You'll probably have prompts left
over. It’s always good to have a few extras in case someone doesn’t vibe
with the first prompt you give them.

Between Table Topics speeches:

Get back up on stage and lead the session. It’s important to give colour
commentary - commentary that bridges the speeches together,
transitions to your next prompt and keeps the energy up.

The opposite of this: “Alright, next question...”
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TIPS

CONCLUSION: Take 30 seconds — 1 minute to wrap up your session in
a memorable, engaging way. Tell a joke, bring up something you learned
from the answers you heard, encourage people to keep doing a good job
or sum up the session theme

Most Table Topics prompts tend to be questions, but they can also be
prompts
Examples: Scenarios (How would the speaker react?); Continue the
story, etc.
A good promptis
o CLEAR
o RELATIVELY EASY TO TURN INTO AN INTERESTING SPEECH
= Not too narrow or specific
= Applies to the speaker (for example, only ask “What’s the
dumbest thing your dog has done?” if the person has a dog)
= Not boring! (examples: “What’s your favourite
colour/subject/season?”)
Encourage (but don’t force) new members to do a Table Topic. If they ask
for a different question, give them one
Bring tonal variation and intonation, including while you’re saying each
prompts
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